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different in the civil law countries, whose legal system
originated upon the continent of Europe and now consti
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and modern ideas of the Enlightenment, nineteenth-cen
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policy. While in the solution of practical cases common
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detailed professional training in the civil law, the Uni
versity of Chicago has designed its Foreign Law Pro
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lawyer is fascinating. It
intellectually and professionally.
It also requires special skills and knowledge and, above
all, the ability to deal with people whose general out
look may differ considerably from the American. Pro
ficiency in foreign tongues is a precious asset. In many
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comparatively small number of
law firms in Washington, New York, and a few other
seaports. As business firms of inland regions have begun
more extensively to deal directly with
foreign suppliers
and customers, international legal business has tended to
be less centralized. With the development of the St.
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gram, which is open to graduates of high standing of
its own as well as of other recognized American law
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it will also be necessary for the American intern a

that he has familiarized himself with the
so-called civil law, that is, that legal system which con
stitutes the base of the laws of practically all countries of
the world outside the United States and the British Com

tionalIawyer

monwealth. The American
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easily carryon
lawyer from England, the mother
Anglo-American common law, or with a
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can
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lawyer from any other country whose law is derived
from the same source, such as Canada, Australia, India,
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Brazil, France, Germany, Egypt, Japan,

a
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from Mexico,
the Union of

South Africa, or the Soviet Union. Even if both parties
are
equally fluent in the use of the English language,
will find it difficult to understand each other. The

they

concepts and mental processes used by one are not those
of the other. At best, the parties will need much more
time to understand each other than two common-law
lawyers. Quite likely they may not reach an understand
ing at all; at worst, they may believe to have understood
each other
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W. Ball, of Cleary, Gottlieb, Friendly and Ball, Wash
ington; commentators were David M. Gooder, of Lord,
Bissell and Brook, Chicago, and Professor Ferdinand F.
Stone, director of the Institute of Comparative Law, Tu
lane University Law School. Professor Allison Dunham,
conference

was

held in

of the American

chairman of The Law School's Conference Committee,
presided. The subject of the session was "The Lawyer's

Role in International Transactions."
The

evening

session of the conference

was

devoted

to

"International Law and Treaties in National Courts."

Quincy Wright, Professor of Political Science at the Uni
versity of Chicago and president of the American Society
of International Law, was the featured speaker. Professor
Malcolm Sharp was the commentator for this session,
which was presided over by Max Rheinstein, Max Pam
Professor of Comparative Law.

